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Well, Pipermann, old chap, if some rich aunt leaves me
something in her will, I'll be glad to ,..

Traugott Pipermann.

[Interrupting}

Who, for example, would ever have thought it of Pastor
Hall?

Paul von Grotjdhn.

[Attentive.]
Have you news of Pastor Hall?

Traugott Pipermann. Although I'm only a mediator, ..
master-shoemaker, yet in my free hours I'm Church-
warden of the parish. IVe seen it coming. My warning
was cast on the winds, and unfortunately, unfortunately
Pastor Hall was also cast on the winds, Now it's too late.

Paul von Grotjahn, Speak out, man. Don't sit mumbling
that damned nonsense. Has something happened to
Hall?

Traugott Pipermann. Although the Bible says, Let thy
word be yea or nay, whatever exceedeth that is evil, yet
this rule only concerns questions of conscience, and I
should be the last who would care to speak evil of Pastor
Hall. He is a poor prisoner. The present authorities
accuse him of serious failings, yes, even of crimes, and
far be it from me to pass judgment on these accusa-
tions,

Paul von Grotjahn. Have you come here to say anything
or have you not?